
Requirements of the Habitats 
Directive 92/43/EEC

Articles 6(3) - (4) and species protection

JASPERS Networking Platform

Brussels , 16 December 2019



Ç Based on Birds and 
Habitats Directives

Ç 27 863 sites

Ç 1. 3 million km²

Ç 18 % EU land

Ç 10 % EU seas

Ç Globally largest co -
ordinated network of PAs

Natura 2000 ïbackbone of 
EU biodiversity policy



Article 6: protection and management of the  

Natura 2000 sites



STEP 1 - Screening



Projects:

construction works , other 
installations or schemes, 
interventions in the natural 
surroundings and landscape incl. 
extraction of mineral resources

Waddensea case
(C - 127/02)

periodic 
activities 
(license)

Pappenburg case
(C - 226/08) 

maintenance 
works (in so 
far as they 
constitute 
projects)



Plan s

Å Plans ïwide interpretation 
(including land use or spatial plans, 
sectoral plans);

Å Plans such as policy statements or 
other policy documents normally 
outside the scope;

Å Plans and projects related to 
conservation management excluded.



Å Certainty v. likelihood;

Å Precautionary principle ïif in doubt, 
do the AA;

Å Spatial scope (plan and project inside 
and outside Natura 2000 sites);

Å Significant effect ïno arbitrary 
(quantitative) definition Ÿ case by 

case approach;

Å Related to specific features and 
ecological conditions of the protected 
site ;

Å Finalised in a form of a decision.

Determining likelihood of significant effect



Example : flow chart on likelihood of significant effect for 
inland waterway developments



STEP 2 ïAppropriate assessment



Å Site specific

Å Information on each site in a 
Standard Data Form (SDF)

Å In m anagement plans, SAC 
designation actsé

Å Maintenance or improvement of 
conservation status

Å Commission Guidance note s:

http://ec.europa.eu/environme
nt/nature/natura2000/manage
ment/guidance_en.htm#art6

Site's conservation objectives

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/guidance_en.htm#art6


Å Modest impacts multiplied = significant
impact

Å Plans and projects to be considered:

× Completed, or 

× approved but uncompleted, or 

× actually proposed .

Cumulative impacts

http://www.123rf.com/photo_9401849_upper-view-of-an-portuguese-motorway-against-woods-and-cloudy-sky.html


Ecological

Å structure

Å function

Å processes

Linked to 
conservation 

objectives

Site specific

Integrity of the site:


